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bé chung IMO-WHO-ILO vé gidy chumg nhdn sirc khoe cua thuyén vién, gidy chitng
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Circular Letter No.4204/Add.10
14 April 2020
To: All IMO Member States
United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations

Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with IMO

Subject: Joint Statement IMO-WHO-ILO on medical
certificates of seafarers, ship sanitation certificates and
medical care of seafarers in the context of the COVID-
19 pandemic

The Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), the
Director-General of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and
the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) have jointly issued the attached statement to assist States in
ensuring that health measures are implemented in ways that minimize
unnecessary interference with international traffic and trade.

Member States and international organizations are invited to
bring the contents of this Circular Letter to the attention of the
competent authorities and all concerned, especially health,
labour, port State control and maritime authorities, at both
national and local levels.

seskosk

TO CHUC HANG HAI QUOC TE (IMO)

S6 4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON SEI1 7SR

Dién thoai: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210
S théng bao: Circular Letter No.4204/Add.10

Ngay 27/3/2020
Gui: Tét ca cac qudc gia thanh vién IMO
Lién hop qudc va cac t6 chirc chuyén mon
Céc t6 chirc lién chinh phi
Céc t6 chure phi chinh phii ¢ vai trd tham van cho IMO
Nbi dung: Tuyén bé chung IMO-WHO-ILO vé gidy chirng nhan

strc khoe cia thuyen vién, glay chirng nhan vé sinh tau
va chiam séc y té ddi véi thuyén vién trong bdi canh dai
dich COVID-19

Toéng Giam ddc T6 chic Y té thé gioi (WHO), Tong Giam dbc T
chirc Lao dong qubc té (ILO) va Tong Thu ky Té chuc Hang hai
quoc té (IMO) di cung ban hanh tuyén b dinh kem dé hd tro cac
quoc gia trong viéc dam bao cac bién phap y té dugc thuc hién theo
cach giam thleu su can thiép khong céan thiét voi giao thong va
thuong mai qudc té.

Dé nghi cac qudc gia thanh vién va cac td chirc quc te phd blen noi
dung cta Thong bao nay dén cac co quan co tham quyen va tat ca cac
bén lién quan, ddc biét la co quan co thAm quyén vé y té, lao dong, kiém
soat ciia qudc gia ¢ cang va cac co quan hang hai, & ca cap qubc gia va
dia phuong.

Hskok
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A Joint Statement on medical certificates of seafarers, ship
sanitation certificates and medical care of seafarers in the context
of the COVID-19 pandemic

22 April 2020

On 30 January 2020 the Director-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO) declared the current COVID-19 outbreak as a
public health emergency of international concern under the International
Health Regulations (2005) and issued Temporary Recommendations.

On 11 March 2020, the Director-General of the WHO characterized
the situation of the COVID-19 outbreak as a pandemic.

The WHO, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the
International Labour Organization (ILO), in cooperation with
international seafarers’ and shipowners’ organizations, are working
together to ensure the ability of shipping and seafarers to continue to
deliver vital goods, including medical supplies and food. Our three
Organizations seek to ensure that seafarers are protected from the
COVID-19 virus, are medically fit and have access to medical care,
and that their ships meet international sanitary requirements, bearing in
mind the challenges presented by this situation.

More than two thirds of the countries globally are implementing
restrictions on international traffic, including flight suspensions and
port closures. This has a significant impact on global trade, 90% of
which is transported via ships. WHO has advised countries that
restrictions on international traffic should be based on evidence and
be proportionate with the level of risk for each country. It is
working closely with global experts, governments and partners to
rapidly expand scientific knowledge about this new virus, to track

WHO IMO ILO

Tuyén b6 chung vé gidy chirng nhan sirc khée caa thuyéq vién,
giay chirng nhén v€ sinh tau va cham séc y té doi véi thuyén vién
trong boi canh dai dich COVID-19

Ngay 22/4/2020

Vao ngay 30/01/2020, Tong Giam ddc T chirc Y té thé gioi (WHO)
da tuyén bd su bung phat COVID-19 hién tai la tinh trang khan cip vé
strc khoe cong ddng toan cau theo Quy dinh Y té qudc té (2005) va dua
ra cac khuyén nghi tam thoi.

Vao ngay 11/3/2020, Téng Giam déc WHO d3 mé ta tinh hinh bung
phat COVID-19 la dai dich.

WHO, T6 chirc Hang hai quoc té (IMO) va T6 chirc Lao dong quoc
té (ILO), hop tac vdi cac to chic thuyén vién va chi tau quoc té,
dang phdi h0'p v6i nhau dé dam bao kha ning van tai bién va
thuyen vién tiép tuc van chuyen cac hang hoéa quan trong, bao gom
cay te vat tu va thuc pham. Ba t6 chirc cua chiing toi tim cach dam
béo rang nhiing nguoi di bién dugc bao v¢ khoi virus COVID-19,
phu hop vé mat y té va dugc tiép can voi cham soc y té, va tau cua
ho dap ung cac yéu cau vé sinh qudc té, luu y nhitng thach thirc do
tinh huéng nay dua ra.

Hon hai phan ba cac quoc gia trén toan cau dang thyc hién cac han ché
dbi v6i giao thong quoc té, bao gdm ca viéc dinh chi cac chuyén bay
va dong cura cang. Diéu nay co tac dong dang ké dén thuong mai toan
cau, 90% trong s6 d6 dugc van chuyén bang tau. WHO da khuyén cao
cac qudc gia, cac han ché dbi voi giao thong quoc té nén dua trén béng
chimg va twong xtmg v&i mie do rai ro cho mdi qudc gia. WHO dang
hop tac chat ché véi cac chuyén gia, chinh phu va cac d6i tac toan cau
dé nhanh chong mé rong kién thtrc khoa hoc vé loai virus méi nay, dé
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the spread and virulence of the virus, and to provide advice to
countries and the global community on measures to protect health
and contain the spread of this outbreak without unnecessary
interference with international traffic.

In this context, we strongly encourage Governments to facilitate ships’
movements, including docking, crew changes, ship inspection and
issuance of ship sanitation certificates during the COVID-19
pandemic. We further call upon Governments to ensure that
information regarding suspension of port services and other measures
introduced in response to COVID-19 is quickly and effectively
communicated to international shipping and all relevant stakeholders.

IMO has issued a series of Circular Letters addressing global issues
relevant to seafarers and shipping in the context of COVID-19:

e Circular Letter No0.4204 of 31 January 2020, providing
information and guidance on the precautions to be taken to
minimize risks to seafarers, passengers and others on board ships
from the novel coronavirus (COVID-19);

e Circular Letter N0.4204/Add.1 of 19 February 2020, COVID-19 -
Implementation and enforcement of relevant IMO instruments;

e  Circular Letter No.4204/Add.2 of 21 February 2020, Joint Statement
IMO-WHO on the Response to the COVID-19 Outbreak;

e Circular Letter No.4204/Add.3 of 2 March 2020, Operational
considerations for managing COVID-19 cases/outbreak on board
ships prepared by WHO;

e  Circular Letter No.4204/Add.4 of 5 March 2020, ICS Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Guidance for ship operators for the protection of the
health of seafarers;

e Circular Letter No0.4204/Add.5/Rev.l of 2 April 2020,
Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Guidance relating to the certification
of seafarers and fishing vessel personnel;

theo ddi sy lay lan va doc lyc cua virus, dua ra khuyén nghi cho cac
qudc gia va cong dong toan cau vé cac bién phap bao vé sic khoe,
ngan chan sy 1ay lan cua dich bénh nay ma khong c6 su can thi¢p
khong can thiét voi giao thong quc té.

Trong béi canh nay, ching t61 khuyén khich cac Chinh phu tao diéu kién
thuan loi cho viéc di chuyén cua tau, bao gdm ca viéc vao cang, thay doi
thuyén vién, kiém tra tau va cap gidy chimg nhan vé sinh tau trong dai
dich COVID-19. Ching t6i tiép tuc kéu goi cac Chinh phii dam bao rang
thong tin lién quan dén viéc dinh chi cac dich vu cang va cac bién phap
khac duoc dua ra dé dbi pho véi COVID-19 duge phd bién nhanh chong,
hiéu qua dén nganh van tai bién qudc té va tit ca cac bén lién quan.

IMO da ban hanh mot loat cac thong bao dé cap cac van dé toan cau
lién quan dén thuyén vién va van tai bién trong boi canh COVID-19:

. Thong béo so 4204 ngay 31/01/2020, cung cap thong tin va
hudng dan vé cac bién phap phong ngira dé giam thiéu rui ro cho
ngudi di bién, hanh khach va nhitng ngudi khac trén tau do virus
corona chung méi (COVID-19);

. Thong bao s6 4204/Add.1 ngay 19/02/2020, COVID-19 - Thuc
hién va thi hanh cac van kién c6 lién quan ctia IMO ;

. Théng bao sé 4204/Add.2 ngay 21/02/2020, Tuyén bd chung
IMO-WHO vé do6i ph6 véi dich bénh COVID-19;

» Thong bao s6 4204/Add.3 ngay 02/3/2020, Can nhic hoat dong
dé quan 1y cac ca bénh/bung phat COVID-19 trén tau do WHO
ban hanh;

. Théng bao sO 4204/Add.4 ngay 05/3/2020, Huéng dan cta ICS
ve€ virus corona (COVID-19) cho nhiing ngudi khai thac tau dé
bao v¢ stc khoe cua thuyén vién;

. Thong bao sd 4204/Add.5/Rev.1 ngay 02/4/2020, Virus corona
(COVID-19) - Hu6ng dan lién quan dén chimg nhén chuyén mén
cua thuyén vién va nguoi lao dong trén tau ca;




e Circular Letter No0.4204/Add.6 of 30 March 2020, Coronavirus
(COVID-19) - Preliminary list of recommendations for
Governments and relevant national authorities on the facilitation
of maritime trade during the COVID-19 pandemic; and

e Circular Letter No0.4204/Add.7 of 3 April 2020, Coronavirus
(COVID-19) - Guidance concerning unforeseen delays in the
delivery of ships.

ILO is addressing all aspects of the impact of COVID-19 on the world
of work, through the protection of people, jobs, incomes and
enterprises, and relying on social dialogue for solutions.

Medical care of seafarers

The Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006)
provides that every seafarer has the right to a safe and secure
workplace that complies with safety standards and to health protection,
medical care, welfare measures and other forms of social protection.
All seafarers must be covered by adequate measures for the protection
of their health and must have access to prompt and adequate medical
care whilst working on board. Port States must ensure that seafarers on
board ships in their territory who are in need of immediate medical
care are given access to medical facilities on shore.

Following the outbreak, questions have arisen concerning the
application of the provisions of the MLC, 2006, in light of the COVID-
19 pandemic. These have included questions related to medical care of
seafarers. ILO, following consultations with Governments, shipowners
and seafarers represented by the Officers of the Special Tripartite
Committee of the MLC, 2006, is providing information to assist
Governments and other relevant actors to take consistent actions under
these exceptional circumstances.

Other unforeseen health related issues have also arisen. These include
the need to address the situation of seafarers who, due to their
unforeseen longer periods on board, are facing expiration of essential

. Thong bao s6 4204/Add.6 ngay 30/3/2020, Virus coronavirus
(COVID-19) - Danh sach so bd cac khuyén nghi cho cac Chinh
phu va cac co quan c6 thdm quyén qudc gia lién quan vé viéc tao
thuén lgi cho thwong mai hang hai trong dai dich COVID-19; va

. Thong bao sb 4204/Add.7 ngay 03/4/2020, Coronavirus
(COVID-19) - Huéng dan vé su cham tré khong du kién duogc
trong viéc ban giao tau.

ILO dang giai quyét tit ca cac khia canh vé tac dong ciia COVID-19 ddi
voi the gidi cong viée, thong qua viéc bao vé con nguoi, viéc lam, thu
nhép va doanh nghiép, va dua trén doi thoai xa hoi de tim giai phap.

Cham séc y té doi véi thuyén vién

Cong udc Lao dong hang hai, 2006, da dugc sira doi, bo sung (MLC,
2006) quy dinh, moi thuyén vién déu c6 quyén c6 noi lam viéc an toan va
an ninh tuén tha céc tiéu chuédn an toan va bao vé stic khoe, chim soc y
té, cac bién phap phuc loi va cac hinh thirc bao vé xd hoi khac. Tat ca
thuyén vién phai dugc bao vé bang cac bién phap thich hop dé bao v¢ strc
khoe cua ho va phai dugc tiép can véi dich vu chdm soc y té nhanh
chong, day du trong khi 1am viéc trén tau. Cac quoc gia c6 cang phai dam
bao, nhimg nguoi di bién trén tau trong lanh tho ciia ho khi can dugc
cham soc y té, ngay lap tirc dugc tiép can voi cic co sd' y té trén bo.

Khi dich bénh bung phat, cac cau héi da duoc dat ra li€n quan dén viéc
ap dung cac didu khoan cua MLC, 2006, trong bdi canh dai dich
COVID-19. Trong d6 bao gdm nhitng van dé lién quan dén cham soc y
té cho thuyén vién. ILO, sau khi tham khao ¥ kién véi cac Chinh phi,
chu tau va thuyén vién duogc dai di€n boi cac thanh vién cia Uy ban Ba
bén dic biét cia MLC, 2006, dang cung cap thong tin dé ho tro cac
Chinh phu va cac chi thé c6 lién quan khéac thuc hién cac hanh dong
nhit quan trong nhimg tinh hudng dic biét nay.

Céc van d¢ lién quan dén stic khoe khong duy kién duoc khac ciing da phat
sinh. Trong d6 bao gdm nhu cau giai quyét tinh trang cua thuyén vién, do
thoi gian lam viée cia ho trén tau bi kéo dai khong du kién duoc, dang




medical prescriptions, and the consideration of the testing of seafarers
immediately prior to their joining their ships, when testing for COVID-
19 becomes more widely available.

Medical certificates of seafarers

Medical certificates of seafarers are required in regulation I/9 of the
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW Convention), 1978, and in
regulation 1.2 of the MLC, 2006. According to both international
treaties, medical certificates are valid for a maximum of two years. If a
medical certificate expires during the course of a voyage, then it shall
continue to be valid until the next port of call where a medical
practitioner recognized by a Party is available, provided that the
additional time needed does not exceed three months.

While in the current situation renewals of medical certificates may not
be possible, exemption from national restriction of movements
physicians responsible for medical examination of seafarers should be
considered. Competent authorities are requested to regularly review the
evolution of existing restrictions and to renew the certificates as soon
as the situation improves. Port State control authorities are further
encouraged to take a pragmatic and practical approach in relation to
the acceptance of these certificates in the exercise of control
procedures in accordance with the MLC, 2006 and article X (Control)
and regulation /4 (Control procedures) of the 1978 STCW
Convention.

Ship Sanitation Certificates

The Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate/Ship Sanitation
Control Certificate SSCEC/SSCC are regulated in articles 20 and 39,
and Annex 3, of the International Health Regulations (IHR) (2005).
These certificates are valid for a maximum period of six months. This
period may be extended by one month if the inspection or control
measures required cannot be accomplished at the port.

phai d6i mat vai viéc hét han cac gidy to y té can thiét, va viéc xem xét
thuc hién xét nghiém thuyén vién ngay trudc khi ho gia nhép tau cua
minh, khi ma viéc xét nghiém COVID- 19 trd nén pho bién rong rai hon.

Gidy chirng nhdn sirc khée cua thuyén vién

Chung nhan sirc khoe cia thuyén vién duoc yéu cau trong quy dinh 1/9
cua Cong udc Quéc té vé tiéu chuén dao tao, chiing nhan va truc ca
cta thuyén vién (Cong wéc STCW), 1978 va trong quy dinh 1.2 cia
MLC, 2006. Theo ca hai diéu udc quoc té nay, gidy ching nhéan stc
khoe c6 gia tri toi da 1a hai nam. Néu gidy ching nhan sic khoe hét
han trong hanh trinh cta tau, thi gidy nay s& tiép tuc c6 hiéu luc cho
dén khi tau ghé vao cang tiép theo, noi c6 bac sy kham strc khoe duoc
bén tham gia cong wéc cong nhan, voi didu kién 1a thoi gian bd sung
do khong dugc qua ba thang.

Trong tinh hudng hién tai, viéc cap mdi gidy ching nhan stc khoe co
thé khong thuc hién duoc, viéc mién trir han ché quéc gia ddi voi su di
chuyén cuia cac bac si chiu trach nhiém kiém tra strc khoe cho thuyén
vién cén dugc can nhic. Cac co quan co thém quyén quoc gia dugc
yéu cau thuong xuyén xem xét sy phat trién cua cac han ché hién co,
va cap moi gidy ching nhan ngay khi tinh hinh dwoc cai thién. Céc co
quan kiém soat cua Quoc gia c6 cang duoc khuyén khich tiép tuc thuc
hién cach tiép can thyuc té va thyc dung lién quan dén viéc chdp nhan
cac chimg chi nay khi thuc hién cac quy trinh kiém soat theo MLC,
2006 va diéu X (Kiém soat) va quy dinh I/4 (Quy trinh kiém soat) cta
Cong uéc STCW 1978.

Gidy chirng nhdn vé sinh tau

Gidy chimg nhan mién kiém soat vé sinh tau/Gidy ching nhan kiém
soat v¢ sinh tau SSCEC/SSCC dugc quy dinh tai diéu 20 va 39, va Phu
luc 3 cua Quy dinh Sirc khoe qudc t& (IHR) (2005). Cac gidy chimg
nhan nay c6 gia tri trong thoi gian t6i da sau thang. Thoi han nay ¢
thé duoc kéo dai thém mot thang néu cac bién phap kiém tra hodc kiém
so4t can thiét khong thé dugc thyuc hién tai cang.




Extraordinary temporary measures

Governments are invited to request the submission of the Maritime
Declaration of Health by all arriving ships. In the absence of
information of valid suspicion or confirmed active case(s) of COVID-
19 on board reported through the Maritime Declaration of Health, or
by the Master, or their agents in accordance with Article 28(4) of the
IHR (2005), issuing Administrations are encouraged to accept an
exceptional extension of the above-mentioned certificates, and to
notify shipowners, seafarers and relevant Administrations accordingly.
They may:

e Provide for the extension of an existing Ship Sanitation
Certificate by one month under Article 39(1) of the IHR (2005)
on one or more occasions as necessary, provided that no
authorized port along the ship's route is able to conduct ship
inspection and issuance of sanitation certificates; and provided
that such exceptional extension does not extend beyond the
termination of the current public health emergency of
international concern by the WHO Director-General.

e Exempt from national restrictions of movement the inspectors
and key personnel responsible for ship inspections and issuance
of Ship Sanitation Certificates.

e Ensure that they can perform ship inspections and implement
health control measures in good conditions and appropriate
protective measures against COVID-19. These personnel
should receive training and sufficient resources (personal
protective equipment, cleaning and disinfection products) as
per WHO interim guidance for Rational use of personal
protective equipment for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19)! and Operational considerations for managing COVID-19
cases/outbreak on board ships”.

Cdc bién phdp tam thoi bat thwong

Céc chinh phi duoc dé nghi phai yéu cau tit ca cac tau dén dé trinh
Tuyén bd stic khoe hang hai. Trong truong hop khong c6 thong tin vé
su nghi ngd hop 18 hodc (cac) truong hop hgp nhiém bénh COVID-19
dugce xac nhan trén tau dugc béo cao thong qua Tuyén bd sic khoe
hang hai, hodc boi thuyén truong, hodc cac dai Iy theo Diéu 28(4) cua
IHR (2005) ), Chinh quyén hang hai cap gidy ching nhan duoc khuyén
khich chfip nhan viéc gia han dac biét cac gifiy ching nhan néu trén va
thong bao cho chu tau, thuyén vién va cac co quan c6 tham quyén lién
quan. Cac Chinh quyén hang hai nay co thé:

. Cép gia han cho Giéy ching nhan v¢ sinh tau hién c6 thém mot
thang theo Piéu 39(1) cua IHR (2005) mdt hodc nhiéu lan
khi can thiét voi diéu kién 1a khong c6 cang dugc phép nao
trén tuyen hanh trinh cua tau c6 thé tién hanh kiém tra tau
va cdp gidy ching nhédn vé sinh; va véi diéu kién 1a viéc gia
han didc biét nhu vay khong vugt qua vigc cham dut tinh
trang khan cip vé stc khoe cong dong hién nay cua Tong
Gidm déc WHO.

. Mién cac han ché di chuyén qudc gia cho cac thanh tra vién va
nhan vién chu chot chiu trdch nhi¢m kiém tra tau va cap Giay
ching nhén v¢ sinh tau.

. Pam bao réng ho c6 thé thuc hién kiém tra tau va thuc hién
cic bién phap kiém soat sitc khoe trong diéu kién tot va céac
bién phap bao vé thich hgp chdéng lai COVID-19. Nhiing
nhédn vién nay can dugc dao tao va co du ngudn luc (thiét b
béo vé ca nhan, san pham lam sach va khir trung) theo hudng
dan tam thoi cia WHO vé st dung hop 1y thiét bi bao vé ca
nhan d6i vé6i dich bénh virus corona 2019 (COVID-19)" va
cic can nhic hoat dong dé quan 1y cac ca bénh/sy bung phat
COVID-19 trén tau’,




We invite Governments and other stakeholders to bring the contents of
this joint statement to the attention of the competent authorities and all
concerned.

Kitack Lim
Secretary-General
International Maritime Organization

Tedros Adhanom
Director-General
World Health Organization

Guy Ryder
Director-General
International Labour Organization

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331498/WHO-201 9-nCoV-
IPCPPEuse-2020.2-eng.pdf

https://www.who.int/publications-detail/operational-considerations-for-
managing-covid-19-cases-outbreak-onboard-ships

Chung t6i dé nghi cac Chinh phu va cac bén lién quan khac pho blen
ndi dung cta tuyén bd chung niy dén cac co quan c6 thim quyén va tat
ca cac bén lién quan.

Kitack Lim
Tong Thu ky
T6 chirc Hang hai quoc té

Tedros Adhanom
Tong Giam doc
To6 chirc Y t€ the gidi

Guy Ryder
Tong Giam doc )
T6 chire Lao ddng quoc té

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331498/WHO-201 9-nCoV-
IPCPPEuse-2020.2-eng.pdf

https://www.who.int/publications-detail/operational-considerations-for-
managing-covid-19-cases-outbreak-onboard-ships
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To: All IMO Member States
United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with IMO

Subject: Joint Statement IMO-WHO-ILO on medical certificates of seafarers, ship
sanitation certificates and medical care of seafarers in the context of the
COVID-19 pandemic

The Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO), the Director-General of the
International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Secretary-General of the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) have jointly issued the attached statement to assist States in
ensuring that health measures are implemented in ways that minimize unnecessary
interference with international traffic and trade.

Member States and international organizations are invited to bring the contents of this

Circular Letter to the attention of the competent authorities and all concerned, especially
health, labour, port State control and maritime authorities, at both national and local levels.
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A Joint Statement on medical certificates of seafarers, ship sanitation certificates and
medical care of seafarers in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic
22 April 2020

On 30 January 2020 the Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the
current COVID-19 outbreak as a public health emergency of international concern under the
International Health Regulations (2005) and issued Temporary Recommendations.

On 11 March 2020, the Director-General of the WHO characterized the situation of the COVID-19
outbreak as a pandemic.

The WHO, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the International Labour Organization
(ILO), in cooperation with international seafarers’ and shipowners’ organizations, are working
together to ensure the ability of shipping and seafarers to continue to deliver vital goods, including
medical supplies and food. Our three Organizations seek to ensure that seafarers are protected
from the COVID-19 virus, are medically fit and have access to medical care, and that their ships
meet international sanitary requirements, bearing in mind the challenges presented by this
situation.

More than two thirds of the countries globally are implementing restrictions on international traffic,
including flight suspensions and port closures. This has a significant impact on global trade, 90% of
which is transported via ships. WHO has advised countries that restrictions on international traffic
should be based on evidence and be proportionate with the level of risk for each country. It is
working closely with global experts, governments and partners to rapidly expand scientific
knowledge about this new virus, to track the spread and virulence of the virus, and to provide
advice to countries and the global community on measures to protect health and contain the spread
of this outbreak without unnecessary interference with international traffic.

In this context, we strongly encourage Governments to facilitate ships’ movements, including
docking, crew changes, ship inspection and issuance of ship sanitation certificates during the
COVID-19 pandemic. We further call upon Governments to ensure that information regarding
suspension of port services and other measures introduced in response to COVID-19 is quickly and
effectively communicated to international shipping and all relevant stakeholders.

IMO has issued a series of Circular Letters addressing global issues relevant to seafarers and
shipping in the context of COVID-19:

e Circular Letter No.4204 of 31 January 2020, providing information and guidance on the
precautions to be taken to minimize risks to seafarers, passengers and others on board
ships from the novel coronavirus (COVID-19);

e Circular Letter No.4204/Add.1 of 19 February 2020, COVID-19 — Implementation and
enforcement of relevant IMO instruments;

e Circular Letter No.4204/Add.2 of 21 February 2020, Joint Statement IMO-WHO on the
Response to the COVID-19 Outbreak;

e Circular Letter No.4204/Add.3 of 2 March 2020, Operational considerations for managing
COVID-19 cases/outbreak on board ships prepared by WHO,;

e Circular Letter No.4204/Add.4 of 5 March 2020, ICS Coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance for
ship operators for the protection of the health of seafarers;
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e Circular Letter No.4204/Add.5/Rev.1 of 2 April 2020, Coronavirus (COVID-19) — Guidance
relating to the certification of seafarers and fishing vessel personnel;

e Circular Letter No.4204/Add.6 of 30 March 2020, Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Preliminary list
of recommendations for Governments and relevant national authorities on the facilitation of
maritime trade during the COVID-19 pandemic; and

o Circular Letter No.4204/Add.7 of 3 April 2020, Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Guidance
concerning unforeseen delays in the delivery of ships.

ILO is addressing all aspects of the impact of COVID-19 on the world of work, through the protection
of people, jobs, incomes and enterprises, and relying on social dialogue for solutions.

Medical care of seafarers

The Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006) provides that every seafarer has
the right to a safe and secure workplace that complies with safety standards and to health protection,
medical care, welfare measures and other forms of social protection. All seafarers must be covered
by adequate measures for the protection of their health and must have access to prompt and
adequate medical care whilst working on board. Port States must ensure that seafarers on board
ships in their territory who are in need of immediate medical care are given access to medical facilities
on shore.

Following the outbreak, questions have arisen concerning the application of the provisions of the
MLC, 2008, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. These have included questions related to medical
care of seafarers. ILO, following consultations with Governments, shipowners and seafarers
represented by the Officers of the Special Tripartite Committee of the MLC, 2006, is providing
information to assist Governments and other relevant actors to take consistent actions under these
exceptional circumstances.

Other unforeseen health related issues have also arisen. These include the need to address the
situation of seafarers who, due to their unforeseen longer periods on board, are facing expiration of
essential medical prescriptions, and the consideration of the testing of seafarers immediately prior to
their joining their ships, when testing for COVID-19 becomes more widely available,

Medical certificates of seafarers

Medical certificates of seafarers are required in regulation 1/9 of the International Convention on
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW Convention), 1978,
and in regulation 1.2 of the MLC, 20086. According to both international treaties, medical certificates
are valid for a maximum of two years. If a medical certificate expires during the course of a voyage,
then it shall continue to be valid until the next port of call where a medical practitioner recognized
by a Party is available, provided that the additional time needed does not exceed three months.

While in the current situation renewals of medical certificates may not be possible, exemption from
national restriction of movements physicians responsible for medical examination of seafarers
should be considered. Competent authorities are requested to regularly review the evolution of
existing restrictions and to renew the certificates as soon as the situation improves. Port State
control authorities are further encouraged to take a pragmatic and practical approach in relation to
the acceptance of these certificates in the exercise of control procedures in accordance with the
MLC, 2006 and article X (Control) and regulation 1/4 (Control procedures) of the 1978 STCW
Convention.

Ship Sanitation Certificates
The Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate/Ship Sanitation Control Certificate

SSCEC/SSCC are regulated in articles 20 and 39, and Annex 3, of the International Health
Regulations (IHR) (2005). These certificates are valid for a maximum period of six months. This

I\C_L\CL.4204-Add.10.docx



Circular Letter No.4204/Add.10
Annex, page 3

Page 3

period may be extended by one month if the inspection or control measures required cannot be
accomplished at the port.

Extraordinary temporary measures

Governments are invited to request the submission of the Maritime Declaration of Health by all
arriving ships. In the absence of information of valid suspicion or confirmed active case(s) of
COVID-19 on board reported through the Maritime Declaration of Health, or by the Master, or their
agents in accordance with Article 28(4) of the IHR (2005), issuing Administrations are encouraged
to accept an exceptional extension of the above-mentioned certificates, and to notify shipowners,
seafarers and relevant Administrations accordingly. They may:

° Provide for the extension of an existing Ship Sanitation Certificate by one month under
Article 39(1) of the IHR (2005) on one or more occasions as necessary, provided that no
authorized port along the ship’s route is able to conduct ship inspection and issuance of
sanitation certificates; and provided that such exceptional extension does not extend
beyond the termination of the current public health emergency of international concern by
the WHO Director-General.

o Exempt from national restrictions of movement the inspectors and key personnel
responsible for ship inspections and issuance of Ship Sanitation Certificates.

° Ensure that they can perform ship inspections and implement health control measures in
good conditions and appropriate protective measures against COVID-19. These personnel
should receive training and sufficient resources (personal protective equipment, cleaning
and disinfection products) as per WHO interim guidance for Rational use of personal
protective equipment for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)" and Operational
considerations for managing COVID-19 cases/outbreak on board ships?.

We invite Governments and other stakeholders to bring the contents of this joint statement to the
attention of the competent authorities and all concerned.
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Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus Kitack Lim

Director-General Secretary-General

World Health Organization International Maritime Organization
é\. /‘

Guy Ryder

Director-Genéral
International Labour Organization

4 https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331498/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPCPPE_use-2020.2-eng.pdf
2 https://www.who.int/publications-detail/operational-considerations-for-managing-covid-19-cases-outbreak-on-
board-ships
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